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Information  from  garden  specialists 
Tidying-up  the  Garden  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

I've  been  finding  out  there  is  more  to  he  done  in  a  Victory  Garden  than  planting 
seeds  and  reaping  the  harvest.    One  of  the  chores  coming  up  for  attention  about  now 
is  that  of  straightening  things  up  in  that  prize  garden  spot  so  everything    will  be 
in  good  shape  next  Spring.    There  are  several  reasons  for  this  good  housekeeping 
idea.  One  of  them,  of  course,  is  appearance.    A  garden  with  lots  of  bare  spots, 
dead  vines  and  straggling  weeds  has  a  forlorn  look,  especially  on  a  rainy  Winter 
day.   It  really  detracts  from  the  appearance  of  the  home  or  the  community  garden 
area.   So  Victory  gardeners,  you  might  put  down  a  morale-building  chore  on  your  list 
::  things  to  be  done,  and  go  in  for  an  old-fashioned  cleaning- up  spree  in  the  gar- 
den.  That  is,  of  course,  when  the  time  for  it  comes  around  and  you  can  find  a 
spare  hour. 

Number  one  chore  for  most  of  us  probably  would  be  to  get  rid  of  the  vines  no 
Longer  producing,  and  weeds.     I  had  always  thought  gardeners  didn't  like  weeds  be- 
sansfl  they  take  moisture  and  plant  food  away  from  the  vegetables  but  I  have  learned 
they  have  another  bad  mark  against  them.    They  play  host  to  injurious  insects  and  to 

3?ores  or  other  parts  that  produce  fresh  outbursts  of  disease  among  your  choic- 
est plants.    Weeds  are  real  villains  and  shouldn't  be  tolerated.    But  if  a  few  have 
-rept  in  when  you  were  busy  elsewhere,  pull  them  up  when  you  are  tidying-up  for 
^ter  and  consider  them  for  your  compost  pile. 

*U  the  vegetation  you  collect  in  this  tidying-up  job  is  worth  considering  for 
t  compost  pile.    But  if  you  did  have  an  unusual  amount  of  trouble  with  insects 
or    th  diseases,  it  might  be  bettor  to  talk  matters  over  with  your  garden  leader 


-  2  - 

before  you  use  them  for  composting.    Usually,  I  understand,  there  is  no  danger  in 
sutting  plant  tops  and  weeds  in  the  compost  pile,  provided  you  do  a  good  job  in 
taking  care  of  the  pile. 

With  Autumn  leaves  coming  down  shortly  it's  time  to  he  thinking  ahout  compost. 
I  looked  up  the  subject  in  the  garden  bulletin  put  out  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.    First,  it  says,  pile  soil  and  manure  or  leaves,  corn  stalks, 
bean  vines,  lawn  clippings  and  such,  in  alternate  layers.     There  should  be  layers 
of  soil  on  the  top  and  on  the  bottom  of  the  pile  and  each  layer  should  be  about  two 
or  three  inches  thick.    The  pile  should  be  flat  topped  and  the  sides    should  be  as 
nearly  straight  up  and  down  as  you  can  make  them,  then  the  leaves  and  grass  and 
other  vegetation  will  have  a  chance  to  rot  down  with,  very  little  loss  from  leaching 
or  washing-away.    Put  manure  in  the  heap  along  with  your  leaves  and  weeds,  if  you 
can  get  it.    If  no  manure  is  to  be  had  throw  a  few  handful s  of  fertilizer  on  each 
layer  of  vegetation  and  be  sure  to  get  a  fertilizer  that  has  a  high  proportion  of 
nitrogen  in  it.    Then  the  compost  pile  should  be  kept  moist.    After  the  plant  mate- 
rials have  decayed  enough  and  a  spade  will  cut  through  easily,  it  should  be  sliced 
down, mixed  and  turned  and  put  into  another  pile  to  keep  on  with  the  process  of  turn- 
ing into  good  compost  for  the  Victory  Garden. 

Another  way  to  make  the  garden  look  presentable  during  the  off  season  is  to 
plant  a  cover  crop  or  soil- improving  crop.    This  is  good  for  the  soil  as  well  as  for 
appearances.    If  planted  soon,  it  will  give  the  garden  area  an  attractive  green 
cover  until  the  time  comes  to  start  gardening  operations  again.    Our  garden  leader 
says  the  kind  of  a  cover  crop  to  be  planted  would  depend  on  the  plans  we  have  for 
next  year's  garden  -  what  time  the  new  vegetable  crop  is  to  be  planted,  whether  the 
cover  crop  is  to  be  turned  under  while  green  —  things  like  that.     So  I  think  each 
of  us  will  have  to  hold  a  session  with  garden  leader,  instruction  book,  and  garden 
i-lans  for  next  year.    But  a  cover  crop  has  so  many  advantages,  it  is  worth  a  little 
e*tra  effort.    And  I  understand  it  would  not  interfere  too  much  with  those  leafy- 


green  vegetables  we  have  planted  for  an  Autumn  supply  of  salad  and  cooking  greens. 
The  cover  crop  can  be  planted  between  the  rows. 

I  am  sure  no  Victory  gardener  would  consider  the  garden  in  good  order  for  the 
winter  until  tools  had  been  put  away  in  the  best  possible  condition.    One  gardener 
I  know  has  reserved  one  corner  in  the  garage  for  the  garden  tools,  the  hcse,  and  the 
gadgets  that  go  along  with  tools.    Another  friend  has  a  garden  worktable  in  her 
basement  and  a  good-sized  tool  closet  beside  it.     She  brings  vegetables  from  the 
garden  to  the  table  and  gets  them  ready  for  kitchen  use  or  for  the  refrigerator. 
She  saves  steps  and  keep  the  kitchen  free  of  garden  trash.     It  makes  a  pleasant  place  to 
work  because  it  has  a  window  above  that  looks  out  onto  the  garden.     She  has  oil  can, 
screw  drivers  and  wrenches  in  a  drawer  ready  for  tightening  bolts  or  screws  and  keep- 
ing the  tools  in  good  working  order.     In  the  closet  is  plenty  of  space  for  spray 
outfit,  rake,  and  other  large  tools  and  there  are  shelves  or  hooks  for  shears, 
trowels  and  small  tools.     It  would  be  a  real  pleasure  to  put  the  garden  outfit  away 
for  the  winter  in  such  a  place. 

But  whether  we  have  a  spacious  tool  room  or  a  tiny  spot  in  a  general  storage 
place,  ve  can  all  put  away  our  equipment  in  order,  well  oiled  and  clean.     I  know 
every  Victory  gardener  considers  garden  tools  an  important  part  of  the  food-produc- 
tion campaign  and  will  have  them  ready  and  waiting  for  the  next  call  to  duty. 
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